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peror, and founded what is called the eastern Han dynasty, which ruled for some two hundred years from A.D. 25 to 220. In the reign of his son Ming Ti, Buddhism was definitely introduced into China with the Imperial sanction. The dynasty was not generally distinguished. The succession frequently descended on a child, and there were a number of regencies, the mothers being the regents and the real rulers being generally the eunuchs who controlled the palace.
After 200 years the Empire was broken up into three kingdoms of the North., the South, and the West In 265 A.D. the Northern and Western kingdoms were again merged under the founder of the Chin dynasty, whose son Wu Ti also mastered the Southern kingdom some twenty years later. But the merging of the kingdoms did not result in any Imperial consolidation; the barbarians broke over the northern border; the short lives of most of the emperors were ended by assassinations. Towards the end of the fourth century the barbarians* called Hsien-Pi, established their dominion in the north; and in 420 the Chin dynasty finally fell, and the Sung dynasty was established in the south. The great Northern kingdom extended far to the north and west beyond the borders of China proper over Mongolia and Tartary. Ki-Tai, the name of one of the great Tartar tribes, gave to China the name of Cathay, by which it was long known to the European peoples. The Hoang Ho or Yellow River was the main boundary between the north and south.